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'BLASPHEMY AND FOLLY.
|

| CHICAGO THE SCENE OF A PRETEND-
ED NEW DISPENBATION.
JE—
To Foolg the Pleasure Is as Great of Be+

. ing Cheated as to Choat—The Very

1deal of a Charlatan—Impudent Absord-
fty—Naw Caosmogony—New Heavens,
Earth, Lies, snd Viotlms—7he Presa the
Enemv of All Good—Lianting Nauseat-
tng Xathor than Ridiculous,

“1am the Son of God come again.”

Any one who chooses may hear tns Te-
markable statement by going to the corner of
Cottage Grove avenue and College nlace to a

SEE plain brick house, fan-

y tascically styled ** The

Collego of Life and
Oftico .of tue Guiding

& hundred  peoplo,
more or less, will be
gathered, listening
with serious faces 1o
the man who makes
these remarvkable
statements—the ser-
wusness of acquies-
. cence. You may look
CYRUS R. TEED. around in vam for
oxpressions of  wonder, amusemong, or
disgust. The quick eye of the speaker
may catch you doing 8o, and you will bo re-
minded of the fact in trenchant words.

The man himself is Cyrus R. Teed, some-
times designated Dr. Teed, tnough the au-
thority to claim the title is not clear. P.ar-
haps he is a doctor of divinity. But he him-

gelf would be the first to discinim
the icea  that s  divinity needs
doctormg. Hs is * an © unbropossess-
ing -man of 5 years of RS, of

wiry buiid and nervous tomperament. His
* black hair is combed straight back and cut
oft squarely scross the neck. He wears a
mustache and Brother Joustban ehin whisk-
ers that move with his lower jaw. Ho wears
a blagk frock coat and & white lawn tie.
Altogother he bas the appearance of an or-
dinary man of not the highost grade of human
origin, and his voico has a not altogother
agreeable uasal tone, which completes the
iltusion that he is as other mon,

Yet he claims to be the Son of God and
that he pears & family resembiancs to the

AT G

£OME OF DR. TEED’S FLOCK.

Almighty. if he does then we have reason
to rejoice that the Creator of the universe
remains invisible.

Naturally one looks for some brilliant ut-
terances, something above the ordinary
preacher who owns Lo being a worm of the
dusi, and one is avt to be disappointed, Ex-
cept for this preposterous ussertion with
nothing particular to back it up with the
‘*germon’’ 18 not flattering to the average

intellect. But it is curious to watch
e man. His roving eye Is all
over the room. It is filled with

suspicion and when he proclaims that Judas
will soon appear you feel as if you were sus-
pected and that he will draw a bolt of heavea
or aseven shooter from his pocket and do
something rash. .

The iden suggests itself how intoresting it
would be to see “Cyrus” and the Eev. Geo.
J. Schweinfurth pitted against each other.
But though so near they never even refer Lo
each othar. X

New Worda to Expross New Nousense.

About four years ago n fanatica)l doctor
claiming to be a graduate of the Eclectic
Medical College of New York came to Chi-
cago to attend @ convention of Christian
Scientists, or psychic somethings. He came
from Rochester, N. Y., or a village near that
place. This was Dr, Teed. Me acted sepsi-
bly except that he haa some patoat psychic
and “‘pneumic” ideas of hia own which at-
tracted some attenuen. Wheiner this fact
turned his head or whether his head was
turned atready is not Known, but he rapidly
developed a taste for attontion and elabo-
rated his ideas so as to look as little like
those of.other men as possible.

**Koreshan Ncieuce.”

It was only ashkort time before the * Ko-
reshan Science® was full-fledged; Dr, Teed
had tne permission of the State of fllinois to
promulgite this theory and to issuc diplomas
of graduation, It now appears that for the
sum of $50 and a month’s residence ia the
s College of Life™ the diploma confers im-
mortality on. the recipient and the gegree

“Cyrus’ Disciple,”” and the one who
bears all these honors is  pledged
to a certawn manner of life, the sur-
render of all s worldly goods, and

the dissemination of the teachings of ** Kore-

shan Science’ and proclaim the seccond ad-

,}euaas accomplished in the person of Dr.
eed,

The college was located on State street in
the business quarter. A score of pupils or
more atlended these lectures and took up
toeir abode wath ' Cyrus.”” A swecll lunch-
room was opened *for revenue only,” and
the women disciples were all Marthas. There
might have been one Maryv., There 18 a tradi-
tion of a woman who c¢ame from New
York who was a sort of head
angel in the establisbment, She was im-
mortal—that is, she would live in this body
eternally, though it is now reported that she
diea Iast. December.

Food for Sounl and Baedy.

For some reason the Statc stroet place was
given up and the restaurant disposed of. The
whole establishment was removed to the lo-
cation now occupied, but the number of pupils
remains the same. The revenuo comes matnly
from tuition fees-and the profits of a print-
ing office a. 3619 Cottage Grove Avenue,
where the women act as compositors on the
Flaming Svord and the Guiding Star, which
are cdited by »Cyrus” himself. ’

In thesc publicauions he spreads’ himself,
s0 to spenk, and promuilgates his ‘‘revela-
tuons.” Anybody else would ¢all them opin-
10m8 or views, A Judge who heard them: in
court might call them something barsoer,
for which a man could reasonably ana hu-
manely be saut up for awhile. The post-
office authoritics might take still another
view of them, and the Czar of all the Rus-
sias would probably agree with the minions
of Uncle $Sam 1 the interests of society.

But he calls theso messages “revelations.”

Cyrus Joterviowed.

Some weeks ago a TrinuNE revorier had
an interview with “Cyrus.”. He doesn't
hike reporters. He getsupin the pulpit and
says things about them that sound some-
thing tike a blank space after a oig letter,
Tne mildesi thing he says about them is thay
they are liars, thioves, cut-throals, murder-
ers, and bad men., Koowwne this, THe
TRIBUNE nan pisyed be was a young woman
for once and went in disguise, because ho
dia not waat to have his feelings hurt or to
get Dr: Teed excited, The **Juuas’ Cyrus
is lookiug fcr will probably turn out to ne a
newspaper man.

So the reporter who went was a young

woman 1n search of hysterical consolation of |

a pew hrand. She had tried all of them, one
after the other, and nons of them filled the
bill. The Koreshan Science apuveared 10 be
tbe thing she was after. Would Dr, Teed
pleuse explain it?

**Cyrus, madam,” he said,
firmly.
“That seems too familiar, to call you by
your first name, but since you insist—-""

©In the first vlace, 1 am the son of God.
This is the second advent which I predicted.
Iam about to come into my new kingdom,
my reign upon earth, which will be ushered
inin 1591 with & chorus on Mount Zion of
144,000 perfect sors of God.”

¢+ 1q this all there is to it#”

“This is the mew dispensation. But I bave
a new system of religion that the world was
uot ready for when I was here before.”

In Short, & *Cult.”

Briefly, and as intelligibly as the nature of

the case admits, Koreshan Science is a.com-

gently but

Swar.” Inside the house

plete system of cult,universal in its scope,com-
prising the evolved and nvolved product of
e Christians with all otherdispensationa. It
comprises all  kuowledge and. covers every
phase ond feature of mental and spiritual
existence, All this and a little more, with
faith-healing on the side and tha ** Kreutzer
Nonata? on tbe hali-shell. After giving the
reporter a general outhine he wentinto de-
touls. R

" All matter is interchangeable with spirit.
Man will yet obtain a degree of nevelopment
where the life supply will equal the waste;
when that is reachiCd Do can never grow old.
His boay wiil be s perfect physical body, and
he will bave power to dematerinlize and,re-
materialize at pleasure. Man then'will be
scxless) this perfect man will be a union of
the souis and wtiributes of a man and wom-
an. «Theso men  will be called sons of
God. They will rule the world in
the golden age. ‘The millennium  wiil
begin lu 1891, 1y will be oniy @ partisl mil-
Jennium—a sort of ushering in of the new
order of ovenis whnich will subsequentiy cul-
minate in the personal rule ol u personal
Christ mded by 144,000 of the perfect sons of

God. .
“] am that Christ—the Xing of the
T nnlet 1Y ¢ N

Judas, s Beporter.

“IVill a Judas appeart”

“Yes, Iam lookme for him, ¥oxpectto
be translated by the hate of my encmies. 1
nave been in Heaven many times and” sal in
spirit at Lne right hand of my Futher, ‘T'hese
144,000.peifect sons of God will be like me,”

© Capattle of taking summer vacationg ln
Heavent”

s} must explain that [ am the forcrunner
of a higher genus than the human. This
genus proceeds from Deity and is ciothed
m aspiritual flesh that will be evolved not of
man and woman, but from tha Holy Ghost
which is the psrvading element of the Al-
mighty. Understand??”

'Fhe reporter felt pretty tired, but nodded

her hoad.
» w¥gu don’t believe in marringe. The
question is exciting interest now on account
of Tolstoi” .

Rut ' (lvrns ? onn dineannt Talstoi.

MarrirRze w Friture.

“Marrisge i5 the second curse of Genesis,
The first was on the serpent, the second fell
on the woman, makmg her a slave of the
passions of men. + God commanded her to
people the earth in shame and sorrow. And
she has been thinking all these cont-
uries that it was love tor which
she took wup the burden of mar-
ringe. But men knew better, and have
laughed at her, In this Colloge of Life weo
are celibates, The reward for the women
who practice my teachings is that they will
tie tha mothers of these sons of Gods.”

* How many have you got of these sons of
God now-to begin oné»

Cvrus was not ready to glve figures, And
there &re to be 144000 by 1891 to start the
chorus on Mount Zion! ‘[ime’s short.

“There i1s another thing people. don’t
pay goy attention to. There was a third
curse pronouuced on men—the battle be-
tween capital and labor which will come
soon. Then will follow the chorus, and the
earth  will be ruled as it now is in
the College of Life, Bellamy’s system is
not quite perfect because he does not provide
for the' new genus. We do not bycak up
families, as has been claimed, but women and
men, after hearing my doctrines, have volun-
tarily adopted a celibate life. Husbends and
wives live wuore in theso new relations.
My nouse is peaceablo and 1 have never come
in contact with the authorities, which is
surely proof, when Ihave soc muny encmies
who would mniure me it theyv could.”

Onca Indloted.

As to his never having been disturbed by
the autnorities, Dr. Tecd is respectfully re-
ferred to Tue TRIBUNE of the dates of Feb.
23 and 23, 1888, wacere it is related that he was
ouce indicted by the grand jury for try:ng
faith-healing on a Mr, i‘ Bonedict, who died
of brouchoe-pneutmonia. . !

One of Dr. Teed’s revelatlons. was to the
effect that Lhis ** world is hoilow,” though ho
did not wind up his announcement i1n tha
stereotyped fashion by saymg that his doll

DR. TEED DELIVERING HI13 TIRADE.

is gtuffed with sawdust. O, dear, no! Dr.
T'eed is nothing if not original. He said
** the world is hollow and we live on the in-
side of 1t instead of the outside as the astron-
omers suppose.’’

This is the way he disposes of the worth-
less theories of astronomers.

“The hollow spherein which we live is about
§,000 miles in diamerer with the sun at the
center, A vertical line drawn from any
point on this surface through the sun would
striko the other side of .the earth.”

*This rather upsets the center of gravity,”
remarked an irreverent newspaper man.

“ And tne other theory if true would up-
set you,” remarked ¢ Cyrus’ conclusively.
“ The facts upon which the swrgument of the
earth’s rotund convexity 1s founded 1mstead
of proving its convexity proves its concavity.
as the Koreshan argumenteasily establishea.
If the eaitn’s inhabitable surface is convex
man niways stands vertical, the foot of the
perpendicular axis of his body being directed
toward the center of the earth, provided the
center of tho earth is the ceater of gravity.”

“ Why does the top of a ship’s mast appear
first on the approach of a vessel at sea?”

If the reporter thought the doctor would
be stumped for an answer and have to resort
to the one givenin the Elementary Geography
he was mistaken.

One Lia Sunnnrtc Anothar,

**The appearance is an optical delusion.
First it is a law of optics that when any
object is seen through a reflected, refracted,
or deviated Iine or ray of vision
appears in the diraction of
of the ray between tke eye and the point of
deviation. Io the optics of Koreshan Science
it is demonstrated that vision is curvilinear,

i
the course '

The curve 1s upward from the surface of the

earth. describing a lesser curve.”

“ How do you account for night and day?"”

**Tre sun has a light aod dark side and re-
volves on its axis. The light of the sun
passes through seven focalizing atmosplhieres
or mediums—geven strata of forces. A

 The eartih1s a hollow shell. Its thick-
ness is to the spaco within as an eggshell
is to an egg. This shell coansists of seven
defined strata in this order: Iron, plumbum,
copper, silver, mercury. gold, plajinum. The
surface of the carth has abnormal deposits
from these motallic strata, but there are also
mineral strata, .

“Theun this platinum-plated globe is the
center, the sun of another systom.”

* Qet a cross section of the whole concern
and you would bave a sort of Satura.”

But Dr. Teed frowned on anything that
sounded like levity.

At the Gate of the Garden.

ihe fiaming Suword, the oflicial organ oI
“Cyrus,” is unique. He cluims it to be the
chonunel through which the theocrasis is de-
clared and made public. It keeps the way of
the “Tree of Lives,” etc.

*Cyrus”_ himseif is exvlained as being
from the Hebrew root Loor—cherub. He
looks it. The sccond signification is to dis-
solve in a furnace. eed itseif signifies
torch; the initial letter means sign.

“This name comprises God’s sigoature
and confirmation of the jnstrument of his
choice for ushering in his new dispensation,”

Mpre thnu that, he ctaims to be nov only
Christ reincarnated but also Buddha, ana
nearly overy other founder of a system of
religion. .
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